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Wilkes County leaders have a 
starting point from which to begin 
planning for the future of the North 
Wilkesboro Speedway. Now comes 
the hard part: County leaders need 
to figure out a way to make good 
use of this important property that 
has sat closed for several years now.

The starting point comes from track 
co-owner Bruton Smith. He has 
named his price to sell the track to 
Wilkes County: $12 million, Monte 
Mitchell reported in Monday's 
Journal. Even if co-owner Bob Bahre 
agrees with Smith on that price, it's 
way too high. County tax assessors 
reduced the track's value to $4.83 
million in 2003, citing the general 
deterioration of the property.

Smith and Bahre bought the speedway for $14 million in 1995, but their real 
financial benefit was the two NASCAR dates that came with the track. When it 
closed in 1996, they kept those lucrative dates and moved them to other tracks.

The closing was a heavy hit for Wilkes, which had long prided itself on the track 
and the money it brought in. Understandably, there's plenty of nostalgia for the 
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